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eating of the sacred animal by the worshippers, which was
an essential part of my friend's theory, and in regard to all
of them it was not positively known that the slain animal
was a totem. Hence as time went on and still no certain
case of a totem sacrament was reported, I became more and
more doubtful of the existence of such a practice at all, and
my doubts had almost hardened into incredulity when the
long-looked-for rite was discovered by Messrs. Spencer and
Gillen in full force among the aborigines of Central Australia,
whom I for one must consider to be the most primitive
totem tribes as yet known to us. This discovery I wel-
comed as a very striking proof of the sagacity of my
brilliant friend, whose rapid genius had outstripped our
slower methods and anticipated what it was reserved for
subsequent research positively to ascertain. Thus from
being little more than an ingenious hypothesis the totem
sacrament has become, at least in my opinion, a well-
authenticated fact. But from the practice of the rite by a
single set of tribes it is still a long step to the universal
practice of it by all totem tribes, and from that again it is
a still longer stride to the deduction therefrom of animal
sacrifice in general. These two steps I am not yet pre-
pared to take. No one will welcome further evidence of
the wide prevalence of a totem sacrament more warmly
than I shall, but until it is forthcoming I shall continue to
agree with Professor E. B. Tylor that it is unsafe to make
the custom the base of far-reaching speculations.
To conclude this subject, I will add that the doctrine
of the universality of totemism, which Messrs. Hubert and
Mauss have implicitly attributed to me, is one which I have
never enunciated or assumed, and that, so far as my know-
ledge and opinion go, the worship of trees and cereals,
which occupies so large a space in these volumes, is neither
identical with nor derived from a system of totemism. It
is possible that further enquiry may lead me to regard as